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MAN-PACHYDERM CONFLICT

A CORRESPONDENT

NUMALIGARH, Nov 27: The
man-elephant conflict 1s not a
new topic. But in today’s world,
this 1ssue Is causing serious con-
cern due to loss of human life
and property as well as the in-
creasing number of deaths of
clephants.

According to a Forest Sur-
vey of India report, Assam suf-
fered the maximum loss of for-
est cover 1n the entire country
including 17 sq km of_very

— o ——

dense forest from 2010 to 2011
and 152 sq km of moderately
dense forest. Due 10 various fac-
tors, forest patches have under-
gone significant degradation
The Nambor Reserve For-
est along the Golaghat-Karbi
Anglong district was declared
a ‘Reserved Forest” with an
area 875.50 sq km in 1872
during the British rule, mak-
ing it one of the oldest reserve
forests of that time. In 1952,
around 6 sq. km. of forest land
was cut off from Nambor to be

-

included in the Garampani
Reserve Forest. But it turned
into a den of anti-social acuv-
ities. Renowned botanist Dr.

Padmeswar Gogoi along with
other social activists has been

demanding proper steps 1o
conserve the forest resources

rorest degradation,
unplanned mining...

legal protection of the secondary and for-
aging corridors of clephants, illegal and un-
planned developmental activities on these crit-
ical elephant cormdors are obstructing the free
movement of elephants and are important driv-
ers of the man-elephant conflict. In Assam, eve-
ry year at least 20-30 persons are losing their
lives while a dozen or so elephants are killed in
retaliation. In the current year the number of
human death due to the human-elephant con-

flict in Assam is reported 32 and the number of

reported elephant deaths is 45.

According to data, between the years 1989-
2019, more than 115 elephants have died in
Golaghat district alone due to electrocution and
other man-made causes. On the other hand, more
than 140 human deaths were reported between
the years 1995-2019 caused by the human-ele-
phant conflict in Golaghat. -Another data shows
that during 2003 to 2014, total 733 humans
were killed by wild elephants in Assam. From
2001 to 2014, a total of 225 wild elephants
were Killed. This conflict is not going to end as
the human population is. growing and the hab-
itat available for elephants is shrinking.

The overall population of wild Asian ele-
phants in Assam is around 4,000 and the census
figures by the Forest department showed a de-
clining trend. Even if those figures are treated
as not accurate, there is no doubt at all that the
number is coming down and certainly not go-
ing up. This indicates that a sizeable number of
poaching go unreported. Many calves dic after
falling in tea garden drains. Recently cases of
disappearange of sub-adult tuskers from herds
were also alleged by local conservationist
groups near Nambor-Doigrung Wildlife Sanc-
tuary.
Elephants “also cause, financial loss to farm-
ers and villagers when they raid crop fields and
storage houses to feed on rice grains, fruits and
other foods. The loss of a season’s harvest is an
enormous loss for a poor farmer and repeated
crop depredations by elephants have created

'serious problems in many parts of Assam and

of Nambor and Garampani.
Acting on their mounting
pressure, on July 27, 2000, the
Assam Government declared 37
sq km area of the Nambor Re-
serve Forest in Karbi Anglong
district as Nambor Wildlife
Sanctuary. The remaining por:
non of forest area under Gola
ghat district was named as the
Nambor-Doigrung Wildlife
Sanctuary in 2003. Since then,
no proper or adequate Measures
have been seen taken by Assam
Forest Department or the gov-
ernment to secure the flora and
fauna of this Nambor-Doigrung
Wildlife Sanctuary. Massive
encroachments had taken place

unplanned mining of natural resources 10 blame

in the past tfmes 1n the name ol
development and land resettle
ments. Increasing human pop
ulation, agricultural expan
sions. encroachment on Toresis
and consequent hab
corndor 0SS Ol Clt[‘ll\llll\
man interference withit [he
natural habitat and shortage O
food and water in the habilal
have increased the number Ol
man-elephant conthct inci

dents
Unplanned mining ol nal
ural resources like sand, gray
el/stones and wood logging arc
also main drivers of the man
elephant conflict Without any
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